
Why not "Non-Commercial" (-NC) 
Licenses? 
Exclusive commercial rights to publishers: While choosing a 
"non-commercial" license type excludes commercial uses, publishers 
usually require you to assign those reserved commercial rights to 
them via the license to publish agreement. Unfortunately, many 
publishers typically claim these rights exclusively, limiting your control 
over your own work. 

Commercial exploitation by publishers: Once publishers hold 
(exclusive) commercial rights, they can commercialize your research, 
including licensing it to AI companies or other commercial entities 
(including for commercial use), without your consent and without any 
revenue sharing. 

Not compatible with the Open Access definitions: NC licensed 
material is not “Open Access” per definition. 

Legal uncertainty: The definition of "non-commercial" is ambiguous 
under German law. This leads to considerable legal uncertainty as to 
whether the respective use is permitted. Very often, uses are 
excluded that the author does not actually want to prevent. 

>> Non-commercial license types exclude many wanted use 
cases of your research without considerable advantages. They 
are no real open licenses. 

The Advantages of CC BY 

Maximized reuse and dissemination: CC BY allows others to 
distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon your work, even 
commercially, as long as they credit you. This maximizes the reach 
and impact of your research. 

Equal commercial use for all: Yes, CC BY does allow for commercial 
use, but it does so equally for everyone which serves as the best 
protection against exploitation by individual players. 

Alignment with key Open Access statements: CC BY is aligned with 
major Open Access declarations, such as the Berlin Declaration on 
Open Access. It is also the preferred license of many research 
funders and organizations worldwide. 

Legal clarity: CC BY provides clear and straightforward terms, 
reducing legal uncertainties and ensuring your work can be freely 
used and shared across various platforms and by diverse audiences. 

>> The CC BY license provides a clear and easy understandable 
framework for all third parties. It allows for equitable and open use 
for everyone consistent with the basic principles of Open Access. 

CC BY is the best choice for your OPEN ACCESS publication 
When publishing your research Open Access, choosing the right Creative 
Commons (CC) license is crucial. Among the various options, the 
DEAL-Konsortium recommends the CC BY (Attribution) license, because 
it stands out as the best choice for maximizing the impact and reach of 
your work. 

Make the smart choice for 
your research. Choose CC 
BY. 
To ensure your research achieves the 
greatest possible impact and benefit for 
everyone everywhere on earth, always 
choose the CC BY license when 
publishing open access. 

This choice not only aligns with global 
Open Access standards but also protects 
your work from unintended exclusive 
commercial exploitation and legal 
ambiguities. 

LEARN MORE 
https://deal-konsortium.de/en/why-ccby 
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